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SUBJECT: ARBATOV ON SALT 

1. IN AFTER DINNER CONVERSATION OCTOBER 1, ARBATOV TOLD ME 
SOVIET SIDE, DURING PERIOD PRIOR TO RECENT WASHINGTON TALKS, 
HAD BEEN SERIOUSLY DISAPPOINTED WITH LACK OF RESPONSE FROM US 
ON WHAT THEY FELT HAD BEEN MAJOR STEP THEY HAD MADE IN 
ACCEPTING OUR POSITION ON VERIFICATION IN SALT II NEGOTIATIONS. 
HE ASSERTED OUR PROPOSALS FOLLOWINUG THIS STEP HAD BEEN 
RECEIVED WITH DISBELIEF BY SOVIETS, WHO HAD THOUGHT WE MUST 
BE HOLDING SOMETHING BACK. 

2. ARBATOV COMMENTED TTHAT ANY SENSE OF RESERVE OR COOLNESS 
WE MAY HAVE FELT ON SOVIET SIDE IN LATEST SALT DISCUSSIONS 
WAS DUE SOLELY TO THIS SENSE OF DECEPTION. HE STRESSED 
THERE HAD BEEN NO CHANGE IN BASIC, PRO-DETENTE ORIENTATION OF 
LEADERSHIP; IT WAS STILL HOPED THAT THERE COULD BE SALT II 
AGREEMENT THIS YEAR AND A BREZHNEV VISIT. HOWEVER, 

ARBATOV SAID, SOVIETS THOUGHT THEY HAD GIVEN MORE THAN 
ENOUGH WITHOUT ADEQUATE RESPONSE AND THEY WERE NOT 
DISPOSED TO BEG FOR AGREEMENT FROM US. 

3. WHEN I NOTED THAT WE HAD MADE SOME FORTHCOMING 
SUGGESTIONS IN WASHINGTON TALKS, ARBATOV SAID HE WAS NOT 
INFORMED ABOUT THEM, SINCE HE WAS "WORKING ON OTHER 
THINGS." HE HOPED OUR POSITION HAD EVOLVED SO THAT IT WOULD 
BE POSSIBLE TO HAVE AGREEMENT, WHICH HE SAID CONTINUED TO 
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